
PCC ENG 121 Rubric
Writing Diagnostic/Final Exam

4 (Excellent) 3 (Very Good) 2 (Adequate) 1 (Poor) 0 (Failing) 

Summary 

Concise Appropriate length for 

the text being 

summarized, avoids 

unnecessary repetition 
and lengthy quotes 

Appropriate length for 

the text being 

summarized, avoids 

unnecessary repetition, 
but may include lengthy 

quotes 

Longer than necessary 

for the text being 

summarized, includes 

some unnecessary 
repetition and/or 

lengthy quotes 

Longer than necessary 

for the text being 

summarized, may rely 

heavily on 
unnecessary repetition 

and over-quoting 

No summary 

Comprehensive Fully addresses all 

main points of the text 

and conveys main idea 

completely and 

effectively. 

Adequately addresses 

all main points of the 

text and conveys main 

idea suff iciently and 

effectively. 

Only partially 

addresses main points 

of the text and conveys 

main idea mostly 

effectively. 

Minimally addresses 

main points of the text, 

conveying the main 

idea only partially or 

inadequately. 

No summary 

Clear Smooth and precise 

summary w riting 

demonstrating strong 

critical comprehension 

Strong summary w riting. 

Show s some rhetorical 

understanding. 

Average summary 

w riting limited to basic 

understanding. 

Limited to no summary 

skill demonstrated. 

Mostly patch-w riting. 

No summary 

Accurate Accurate and profound 

understanding of the 

text and its main points 

Mostly accurate and 

complete understanding 

of the text and its main 
points 

Basic understanding 

but minor omissions or 

misconceptions of the 
text 

Incomplete or 

inaccurate 

understanding of the 
text 

No summary 

Response  

Thesis   Has controlling idea 

that provides insight  

 Has controlling idea 

that attempts some 
original insight  

 Has controlling idea 

stated or implied  

 Controlling idea is too 

simplistic for transfer-
level w riting  

 No controlling 

idea 

Support  All paragraphs w ell- 

supported w ith 

evidence relevant to 

thesis (sophisticated, 

not trite). Essay show s 

unity.  

All paragraphs 

supported w ith evidence 

relevant to thesis (not 

platitudinous) Not as 

sophisticated as 4 level. 

Essay show s unity.  

Most paragraphs 

supported w ith 

evidence relevant to 

thesis. Essay show s 

unity.  

Most paragraphs not 

adequately supported 

w ith evidence relevant 

to the thesis. Essay is 

not entirely unif ied.  

Support for 

thesis is missing 

or inadequate. 

Essay lacks 

unity.  

Development Each idea is effectively 

developed and 
supported w ith 

suff icient and relevant 

evidence, including but 

not limited to, detailed 

descriptions, facts, 

examples, 

observations, & 

illustrations from 

experience. 

Each idea is developed 

effectively, if  
formulaically, and 

supported w ith suff icient 

and relevant evidence 

though support may not 

be as varied and vivid 

as in an “A” paper. 

Each idea is developed 

adequately, if  
inconsistently, and 

supported w ith 

suff icient and relevant 

evidence.  No more 

than one paragraph 

may contain 

inadequate support. 

Attempts to develop 

ideas are ineffective, 
mechanical, or 

unfinished, and 

judgments are 

supported by few  facts, 

examples, etc. More 

than one paragraph 

contains inadequate 

support. 

Attempts to 

develop ideas 
are lacking. Most 

paragraphs 

contain 

inadequate 

support. 

Writing & Format 

 Organization   Order is logical  

Smooth, varied, subtle 

transitions  

 Organization is logical 

and essay is smooth 

because transition 

techniques are varied  

But transitions may not 

alw ays be appropriate  

 Organized, but 

mechanical  

Transitions may be 

unsophisticated.  

 Organization is 

ineffective  

Essay and paragraphs 

have w eak or missing 

transitions  

 Disorganized 

Essay and 

paragraphs 

generally lack 

coherence. 

MLA 

documentation 

MLA documentation 

and citation style 

correct. No major 

documentation errors.  

MLA documentation and 

citation style correct, 

though some minor 

errors may be present. 

MLA documentation 

and citation style 

contain several 

signif icant errors.  

MLA documentation 

and citation style 

consistently f law ed.  

MLA 

documentation 

and citation style 

incorrect.  

Grammar/ 

Mechanics  

Any errors in standard 

mechanics syntax/ 

grammar are 

insignif icant and 

infrequent.  

Errors in standard 

mechanics or 

syntax/grammar are 

minor.  

No major errors, but 

errors are noticeable. 

Frequent errors in 

standard mechanics or 

syntax/ grammar that 

interrupt f low .  

Major, 

distracting errors 

that interfere 

w ith meaning.  




