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Closing the Loop & Next Steps
STEM event attendance increased in all three events with the incorporation of the STEM 
events into the classroom. To take this one step further, we would like to include the STEM 
event incorporation into general education courses in order to reach students that are 
undecided about which fields of study to pursue. We will also work with area high schools to 
incorporate the STEM events into high school programs to increase STEM event attendance, 
foster interest in STEM fields and ultimately PCC STEM student enrollment.
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Results and Data
With the incorporation of STEM events into 
the classroom. STEM event attendance has 
increased in all three programs. This is shown in 
the accompanying graph. Technology Tuesday 
showed a 13% increase, Science Thursday had a 
24% increase, and the Stars of STEM Speaking 
Series had a 25% increase in attendance.

Problem
In order to increase the awareness for the need of STEM educated 
individuals and to raise the number of students entering into STEM 
related programs, we implemented several events such as the Stars of 
STEM Speaker’s Series, Technology Tuesdays, and Science Thursdays. Each 
event is scheduled three times every semester for a total of nine events. 
Student participation was low during the inaugural 2015-16 academic 
year as printed flyers and word of mouth advertising were heavily relied 
upon for attendance to these events.

Plan
To increase the attendance of STEM events we planned to incorporate 
them into STEM-related curriculum by offering extra credit points in 
exchange for student attendance. During the 2016-17 academic year, 
STEM events were incorporated into several biology classes, including 
BIO 106, 111, 201, and 202. 

Assessment Activity
STEM events were incorporated into the classroom as co-curricular 
learning events by instructors to get as much participation as possible 
from PCC students. Instructors added the STEM events schedule to their 
class syllabi and class schedules. Event attendance is recorded through 
sign-in sheets and entered into Ultimus under Co-Curricular Events in 
order to align with Strategic Imperative 1: Student Success and Strategy 
4: Align Co-curricular Activities with the Curriculum.

Students who attended the events were required to sign in during the 
event and turn in an essay to their instructor on what they learned 
during the event to receive extra credit points for their class. Sign-in 
sheets were compiled to determine attendance during each event and 
the average attendance was calculated for academic year 15/16, without 
incorporation of STEM events into the classroom and for academic year 
16/17, with incorporation of STEM events into the classroom.


