Quick Guide to Academic Program-level Student Learning Outcomes Assessment
Pueblo Community College Professional Development Day—February 13, 2017
What is a PSLO?
In the context of PCC’s academic programs, a “Program”-level Student Learning Outcome
(SLO) is a specific statement of the knowledge, skills, behaviors, or attitudes students are
expected to attain by the time they have completed coursework in a particular discipline as
designated by its course prefix.
What’s the Difference between ISLOs, PSLOs, and CSLOs?
Institution-level Student Learning Outcomes (ISLOs) are cross-disciplinary statements of our
shared values as educators. Our ISLOs encompass our program- or discipline-specific goals for
our students (PSLOs). The objectives of individual courses (CSLOs) support the program-level
outcomes for the prefix, allowing students to achieve the learning outcomes we value for all
PCC graduates.
Aligning these 3 levels thoughtfully and intentionally
creates a cohesive educational framework that
offers all students varied and ample opportunities to
be introduced to, develop, refine, and master the
valuable skills and knowledge they will need when
they leave PCC.
What about Accreditation Outcomes?
While many of our programs already have existing
learning outcomes required for program
accreditation, they will likely parallel but not fully
encompass or adequately reflect our own values for
student learning. Developing our own PSLOs gives
us the opportunity to assess what we as faculty
value for student learning in our classes.
PSLO Checklist
Student-Centered
Observable
Output-Focused
Specific
Measurable
Achievable
Relevant
Discipline-Specific

What that means…
Focused on what students will know or do
Written using action verbs from Bloom’s Taxonomy (see reverse)
Describes student behavior rather than teacher behavior
Isolates a single skill or learning objective
Can be quantified for evidence-based & objective assessment
Challenging yet attainable for most students
Clearly aligned with institution-wide values (ISLOs)
Articulate disciplinary values using the language of the field

Sample PSLOs: Upon completion of coursework in ___ prefix, students will…
… responsibly and safely operate technology common to industry settings in food service
operations (CUA).
… employ evidence-based clinical reasoning to make patient-centered care decisions (NUR).
… analyze the applications of fundamental principles of psychology to real-world behaviors and
treatments (PSY).
… provide clear and effective patient education and instruction related to dental care (DEA).
Check out the PSLO Development module on the Assessment of Student Learning Resources
D2L course for opportunities to discuss, share, and receive feedback on your PSLOs!
Access electronic versions of today’s handouts and materials at U:\SP17 PD Day!
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Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001 Revision): Hierarchical Framework of Skills & Knowledge
Using Action Verbs for Observable Student Learning Outcomes

Questions? Need more information or advice?
Contact Liz Medendorp
English Faculty, Assessment of Student Learning Coordinator
liz.medendorp@pueblocc.edu | x3376 | eLumenSupport@pueblocc.edu

Access electronic versions of today’s handouts and materials at U:\SP17 PD Day!

